
Words from Susan DiStefano, 
Executive Director 

Time…..The older I get, the faster time seems to flow.  It is hard to believe that 
Katie and I will be celebrating our nine year work anniversary this Spring here at 
Hosanna.  It seems like yesterday when I first walked into Faith House.  I was wait-
ing for my interview and met the sweetest young lady who came to sit with me and 
talk.  As it turned out, that was Terry who I now know like a daughter. I’ve watched 
her grow up!  The inspiration for this reflection on “time” is that this year we are cel-
ebrating a landmark milestone here at Hosanna.  Hosanna has two residents who 

are celebrating their 20 year anniversary.  When they moved in, I do not believe they ever thought 
they would be here 20 years!  However, I think this speaks to the kind of place Hosanna is.  First, 
and foremost, Hosanna is a home. I mean a “home” in every sense of the word.   We are family 
sharing our lives with one another. Laughing, crying, loving and praying together. Secondly, I believe 
this demonstrates that there is a need for Hosanna to exist. We provide a service that is unique that 
individuals with Disabilities need. So often, these individuals are on fixed incomes and cannot find 
suitable housing to address their needs.  Finally, I think that the longevity with which people live here 
demonstrates how much they love the environment we provide.  I do not think our founders ever 
thought we would have so many residents living here for so many years! Your donations make all 
this possible and we thank you for your interest, concern, and giving heart that allows us to be here 
for the last 25 years!  Here’s to the next 25 years! 

Handy 
men… 

 
 

 
Ellis Walters gets some help from residents a few months ago.  Bottom-
left and clockwise:  1) Rogers tries his hand at weeding one of our raised 
vegetable beds.  2) Orlando and 3) Lee haul and spread a huge pile of 
wood chips in the St. Francis Garden.  4) Kirk lends a supportive hand 
assembling new picnic tables.   
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Harvest for 
Hope, “Knot” 
Your Ordinary 

Fundraiser:  
what a great 

time!!  Thanks 
to all of you for 
your support.   



HARVEST DONORS 
Bill & Ann Aiken, Paul & Sarah Barys, Den-
nis & Monica Blanton, Janet Blessing, 
Mary L. Brooke, Michelle Brundage, Carole 
C. Clark, Rt. Rev. Brian Cole, Patricia Dan-
iel, Katherine B. Davies, Gary & Anne Da-
vis, Joe & Marha Davis, Sandra Davis, 
Randal & Bess Dillard, Shirley DiStefano, 
Kevin & Susan Dooley, Warren & Donna 
Dropkin, Scott Ferguson, Bill & Debbie 
Godbold, Douglas Goodfellow, Frank & Liz 
Grant, Doug & Beth Gray, Lynn Hodge, 
Hunter & Prestine Huckabay, Jr., Marion 
Huffaker, Lowry & Jane Kline, James Kolb, 
W.E. & Marilyn Landis, John & Renee 
Leavens, Robert P. Main, Freda McCallie, 
Sharon Mills, Joe Neale, Jenks & Harriett 
Parker, Kitty Piper, Bill Pollard, Harry & Lu-
cy Powell, Jeff & Carolyn Rice, Joel & Jean 
Richardson, Cherrie Roberts, Larimore & 
Marty Roberts, William Russell Scott, Bar-
bara Seals, Steve & Sharman Sherfey, 
Alan & Gloria Smith, Margaret & Steve 
Smith, Roger & Claire Smith, Ron & Bea 
Wade, Bill & Peggy White, Bill & Kathy Wil-
der, Dan & Joan Williams, Andrew Williams 
& Diane Welch. 

TRIBUTES 
In Honor of the Ed & Suzanne Barels—
Susan Cardwell 
In Memory of Mary Barker—Carlton Lee 
Thomas 

In Honor of Molly Miles—Ben & Ann 
Holt, Robert & Maury McMurray, Andy & 
Fran Rittenberry 
In Memory of Frances Nevel—Carlton 
Lee Thomas 
In Memory of the Honorable Robert 
Summitt—Carlton Lee Thomas 
Honor of James Vanden Branden—
Sandy Vanden Branden 
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LEGACY  
SOCIETY 

We invite you 
to consider Ho-
sanna in your 
estate plan-
ning.  Money 
left to us in es-

tates will automatically go into our endowment 
fund unless otherwise specified.  I welcome the 
opportunity to speak with you about ways you 
can give to protect Hosanna’s future.  Call me 
and let’s set up a time to meet and talk about op-
tions.  We would love to welcome you to our 
Legacy Society by making a commitment to Ho-
sanna’s future. I can be reached at 423-314-
6921 or at the office at 423-870-6880.     
    Susan DiStefano 

 

Legacy Society 
Gail and Bill Chapman 

Susan and David DiStefano 
Margaret Hubbuch 

Molly Miles 
Carolyn and Jeff Rice 

Elizabeth Williams 

SPECIAL NEEDS: 
Dawn Hewkin, Hixson United Methodist 
Church XYZ Group, Margaret & John L. 
Hutcheson, IV,  Harry T. Robinson, St. Pe-
ter’s Episcopal Church, St. Timothy’s Epis-
copal Church, Ed & Patricia Sutarik, Dan 
Williams 

HARVEST SUPPORTERS 
Harding Aslinger, Ed & Suzanne Barels, Bruce & 
Carol Bishop, Mechtild Boles, Carolyn Boyd, Bill 
& Laura Brock, Harry & Carol Burnett, Bill & Gail 
Chapman, Jessie Clinton, Susan Colmore, Alice 
Cote, Steve & Bev Coulter, Takako Cross, Bob & 
Janice Cruden, Bill & Yvonne Derrickson, Taylor 
Dinsmore, Warren and Donna Dropkin, Betty 
Ewing, Joe Galbraith & Sherri Bishop, Simon & 
Ann Grossmayer, Gary Helton, Kim & Mike 
Hixson, Ben & Ann Holt, Margaret Hubbuch, 
Robin Hutchinson, Jan & Dot Jensen, Kitty Kay, 
Kailen & Mason Kehoe, Al & Marge Kent, Mary 
Anna Matthews, Bob and Beverly Merritt, Molly 
and Amy Miles, Shirley Miles, Barbara Moore, 
Shannon Mowrer, Philip Newton, Beth Owen, 
Terry Owen, Sherry Paty & Matthew Fearing, 
Nancy Pollard, Jeff & Carolyn Rice, David & 
Kelly Rice, John Rich, Nan & Kris Riefler, Jim & 
Linda Sattler, Steve Sherman & Gloria Butler, 
Mike Sherman, Deborah Smith, Barry Teague & 
Elaine Hollenback, Alice & Bob Thatcher, Sharon 
Thompson, Jeanne Werner, Wes Wilder, Ken & 
Joanne Willis, Everett & Nancy Winters. 
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Hosanna Community  is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization which relies on the support of foundations, churches, 
businesses, and individuals to fulfill its mission. We, the staff and board, regard ourselves as accountable not only 
to you but also to God for stewardship of the funds you entrust to us. All contributions are tax deductible.  
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P.O. Box 958 
Hixson, TN 37343 

www.hosannacommunity.org 

Carolyn Rice, 
Board Chair 

Hello to all.  I am 
here to tell of great 
news at Hosan-
na!  We have been 

busy with lots of projects like pro-
tecting the Tree House from 
flooding damage.  This has been 
very helpful since we have been 
inundated with rain these past 
few days.  We are very thankful 
for the timely work. There are still 
some issues but nothing like be-
fore. Praise God!  We just had a 
great Harvest fundraiser.  Thank 
you to all who attended.  It was 
tremendous and it appears we 
raised a good amount of funds 
for Hosanna!  Again, praise God! 

 

Bolder Board Training with Dan Pallotta 
Steve Sherman was one of several Hosanna 
board members attending a seminar recently 
with keynote speaker Dan Pallotta, and he 
shares these thoughts.   
 There is a huge misconception that low over-

head is a good measure of performance in a 
non-profit.   

 The questions that should be asked are not 
about income or overhead, but about impact 
and success in fulfilling one’s mission state-
ment. 

 Costs obviously need to be controlled, but 
not at the expense of growth. 

 Do you want to be the only donor?  Of 
course not, so money must be spent on at-
tracting other donors. 

 Growth, and therefore impact, cannot hap-
pen without the infusion of funds raised 
through advertising and fundraising. 


