
Words from Susan DiStefano, 
Executive Director 

 
The heart of a volunteer is not meas-
ured in size, but by the depth of the 
commitment to make a difference in 
the lives of others.          DeAnn Hollis 
 

At Hosanna, we put special emphasis 
on connecting our residents to volunteer experiences.  
We believe there is a place for each resident in the volun-
teer community and it is important to ‘give back’ as much 
as you are able.  One story I love to share is about a resi-
dent who is blind.  She wanted to do something meaning-
ful and loves animals.  We got her connected with McKa-
mey Animal Shelter where she is a ‘cat cuddlier’ two days 
a week.  She looks forward every week to go and visit 
both the cats and dogs.  We also have a resident that 
volunteers 5 days a week at Siskin Hospital who works 
the front desk, counsels with patients and teaches Tai 
chi!  In all, we have seven residents volunteering around 
the community: at the Creative Discovery Museum, the 
Chattanooga Food Bank, Chattanooga Parks and Recre-
ation, McKamey Animal Shelter, Memorial Hospital, and 
Siskin Rehabilitation Hospital.  As a community, we are 
extremely proud having so many residents at so many 
Chattanooga nonprofits, doing what they can do to help 
make a difference.  Volunteering adds special meaning to 
their lives and we continue to encourage all our residents 
to be a part of meaningful volunteer experiences.  If you 
would like a volunteer experience here at Hosanna, we 
would love to have you.  Feel free to contact me at Ho-
sanna at 423-870-6880.  We will do our best to match 
you with a volunteer experience that will be meaningful 
for you.  Additionally, if you could use a friendly face and 
a willing volunteer, let us know.  We may have the perfect 
person to help you out! 

Used ink cartridges (to be recycled at Staples for 
a $2 credit), pantry items such as canned vegeta-
bles & canned fruit, paper products such as toilet 
paper, paper towels, tissue, and napkins. 
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Susan visits with CABIA board member 
Kathy Wilder at our exhibitor’s table at 
CABIA’s 12th Annual Conference:  "Brain 
Injury: Finding a New Rhythm".   

Brooke Montague, from 
the Hart Gallery, comes 
to Hosanna once a 
month to introduce the 
residents to different art 
techniques, to freely ex-
press themselves, and to 
explore their inner 
selves.  Their creations 
are proudly displayed on 
our walls for all to enjoy. 
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The House that Molly Built 
 
Please join Hosanna Community in celebrating our Silver Jubilee this year.  For the twenty-five 
years since Hosanna’s incorporation, co-founder Molly C. Miles forged ahead to build two homes 
designed for those with physical disabilities, so they could live as independently as possible with 
plenty of social, cultural, volunteer and job opportunities, along with spiritual and emotional support. 
The best celebration was to honor Molly herself with a tribute luncheon The House That Molly Built 
held June 8

th
 at the Mountain City Club. Naturally, all were mesmerized with Molly as she reflected 

in her own words about Hosanna’s earlier history. No sooner retired as a music teacher, Molly’s 
dream of a normal retirement was not to be. Instead, Molly chose to help her friend Catherine 
Brown whose disabled son needed a home to live, but there was none. Together they founded Ho-
sanna. Molly blossomed into a very successful business woman and consummate fundraiser. She 
became a driven visionary who instilled, inspired, and convinced individuals, community and gov-
ernment leaders, and more, to believe and invest in the vision and ministry of the Hosanna Commu-
nity. Not only did her faith and prayer give her strength, but also Molly credits her late husband Dick 
Miles and family, especially her daughter Carol Miles, for their support. We are here to say thank-
you for all that you have and continue to do for Hosanna these 25 years. Without you Molly C. 
Miles, there would be no Hosanna as it is today! Best wishes for further success with The House 
That Molly Built! 

From Judy Barker, board chair 



In memory of: 
Clifford Betts—Bill & Peggy White 

Martha Chisolm—Carlton Lee Thomas 

William Pettway—Thomas & Hannah Baker, Ken & 
Judy Barker, Dennis & Monica Blanton, Frank & Dottie 
Brock, Mary Frances Campbell, Evelyn Chamberlain, 
Steve & Eleanor Dobson, Kyle Eiselstein, Dan & Joan 
Frierson, Mrs. William K. Hailey, Joe Haskins, Ben & 
Ann Holt, Albert & Betty Jones, Lowry & Jane Kline, 
Mary Ellen Maycann, Mariah Mayfield, John & Mary 
McGee, Nancy Mills, Olan & Norma Mills, Mac & Mary 
Priestly, Nan & Kris Riefler, Pete & Anne Rittenberry, 
John Shadden, Margaret Smith, Katherine Taff, Carl-
ton Lee Thomas, Vanessa Trimble, Rudy Walldorf, Bill 
& Kathy Wilder, Beth Williams 

Jackson Standefer—Carlton Lee Thomas 

In honor of: 
Kirk Wilder—Amy Decosimo, Steve and Lisa Frost, 
Kennedy Conner 
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 For general operating support: 
Margaret Cate, Dawn Hewkin, Hixson UMC XYZ 
Group, Ralph & Isabel McGraw, Terry Owen, Jeff 
& Carolyn Rice, Bill & Peggy White, Beth Williams 

Legacy Society 
We continue to work to build our endowment 
fund and I welcome the opportunity to speak 
with you about ways you can give to protect 
Hosanna’s future.  Call me!  I’d be happy to 
set up a time to meet and talk about options.  
We would love to welcome you to our Legacy 
Society by making a commitment to the fu-
ture of Hosanna. I can be reached on my cell 
phone at 423-314-6921 or at the Hosanna 
office at 423-870-6880.     
    Susan DiStefano 
 

Legacy Society 
Susan and David DiStefano 

Margaret Hubbuch 
Carolyn and Jeff Rice 

Elizabeth Williams 

Special Needs: 
Hixson UMC Ladies Solo Group—monthly meal and fellowship 
Memorial Hospital Foundation—transportation costs 
Nan & Kris Riefler—new bathroom flooring 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church—funding for a new refrigerator 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church—assistance with resident’s rent 
St. Thaddaeus Episcopal Church—paper products 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church Women of the Church—funding for 
electricity to the picnic pavilion 
Stuart Heights Baptist Church—monthly meal, fellowship, and week-
ly transportation to church services 

Please note:  We do our best to accurately report all donors & supporters, but 
sometimes mistakes happen!  If your name is misspelled or not listed, please 
let us know so we can correct it in our records and in a future newsletter!   

For The House that Molly Built and 
in honor of Molly Miles! 

Mitch Baldree & Marie Farrar, Suzanne & Ed Barels, 
Judy & Ken Barker, Paul & Sarah Barys, Paul & Nancy 
Baukema, Glenn & Leigh Anne Bentley, Alice Benz, 
Bruce & Carol Bishop, Mechtild Boles, Mary L. Brooke, 
Bill & Gail Chapman, Carole C. Clark, Karen Claypool, 
Jessie Clinton, Chris  & Katherine Cole, Jean Cook, 
Steve & Beverly Coulter,  Robert Crates, Bob & Janice 
Cruden, Judith Crumbliss, Katherine B. Davies, Peggy 
M. Davis, Rev. Taylor Dinsmore, Jean Dolan, Sue Don-
kersgoed, Kevin & Susan Dooley, Betty Ewing, Rush & 
Hannah Feldhacker, Gail & Bob Frazier, Steve Frost, 
Joe Galbraith & Sherrie Bishop, Peter & Teresa Gar-
land, Valerie Gibson, Caroline Green, Frank & Beverly 
Groves, Jane & John Guthrie, David & Kay Hackett,  
Margaret Haile, Jim & Annie Hall, David Harned, Virgin-
ia Hawfield, Harold Head & Laura Witherspoon, Gary 
Helton, Ben & Ann Holt, Margaret Hubbuch, Hunter & 
Prestine Huckabay, Marion Huffaker, Jan & Dot Jen-
sen, Joe & Anne Johnson, Albert & Betty Jones, Kath-
eryn Kay, Estelle Kimsey, James Kolb, Wanda Lacy, 
Peggy T. Lane, John & Renee Leavens, Dick & Carol 
Lewallen, Robert P. Main, Wilbourne & Delores Mark-
ham, Freida McCallie, Carol Miles, Roberta Miles, Paul 
& Judith Miller, Shirley Miller, Carrington & Shelby 
Montague, Marvin & Linda Mumme, Bridget Nazor, 
Georgia Nelson, Philip Newton, Sherry Paty, Alex & 
Ann Pinion, Katherine Piper, Nancy Pollard, Gregory & 
Mary Quick, Juliana Ratliff, Jeff & Carolyn Rice, Bever-
ly Richardson, Jean Richardson, Nan & Kris Riefler, 
Pete & Anne Rittenberry, Catherine Robbins, Cherrie 
Roberts, Larimore & Marty Roberts, Nancy Ruby, Dan 
& April Sanders, Carlton Scott, Amanda Seay, Norma 
Simon, Charlotte Smalley, Sam & Donna Smartt, Mar-
garet Smith, Bobbe Spink, Patrick & Wanda Taintor, 
Barry Teague, Chuck & Brenda Terrell, Jamie & Amy 
Thomas, Paula Thompson, Herbert & Joan Thornbury, 
Ferber & Carol Tracy, Ron & Bea Wade, Bill & Kathy 
Wilder, Beth Williams, Joan Williams, Shirley Willing-
ham, Kevin & Scarlett Wilson, Cindy Wood, Amy 
Young, Andrew Young, Sidney & Ila Young 
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Hosanna Community  is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization which relies on the support of foundations, churches, 
businesses, and individuals to fulfill its mission. We, the staff and board, regard ourselves as accountable not only 
to you but also to God for stewardship of the funds you entrust to us. All contributions are tax deductible.  
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P.O. Box 958 
Hixson, TN 37343 

www.hosannacommunity.org 

 

 

SPICE IT UP! 
HOSANNA’S  

HARVEST FOR HOPE 
 

OCTOBER 12, 2017 

Privateer Yacht Club 
 

Heavy hors d’oeuvres from 

around the world, 

a silent auction, and 

 music by Garcia & Scott 


