
WORDS FROM SUSAN DiSTEFANO, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
As we enter 2018, Hosanna is in a wonderful position.  Even though we have 
been in existence for 25 years, we are only now in a position to be looking ahead 
and planning for what we want our future to look like.   
Up until now, we have been growing to fill our homes, developing staff, and gen-
erally been focused on what we have and need to do daily.  Over the next year, 
Hosanna’s Board will be exploring ways to better serve our residents and future 
residents, envisioning what we can accomplish and how we can move closer to 

our mission.  This is an exciting time in our history! The Board will be working in conjunction with res-
idents and their families to determine what they want to accomplish.  What are their hopes and 
dreams and what plans can we come up with to help residents realize them?  Additionally, we are 
open to any suggestions you might have.  We are open to any possibilities, no matter how crazy they 
may seem.  You never know where the next great idea may come from! We anticipate our visioning 
process will take a year, but never fear, I will keep you in the loop.  We are grateful to you for all your 
support to get us to the “next level”……more to come! 

In Memory 

Our Hosanna family lost a dear member:  Beth Wil-
liams, a lifetime board member, passed away in 
late December.  Beth was a role model of caring, 
compassion, and commitment, and her impact was 
felt by many.  She will be sorely missed!       

From Judy Barker, board chair 
 

While there are numerous, generous do-
nors to our Hosanna Community, one do-
nor the Weldon F. Osborne Foundation was 
recently selected as “Outstanding Philan-
thropist of the Year” during the 2017 Na-
tional Philanthropy Day Awards Luncheon 
for their extraordinaire support and dona-
tions to more than 90 different organiza-
tions, almost exclusively in the Greater 
Chattanooga area. Original founders Elea-
nor and Weldon Osborne, now deceased, 
had quietly begun investing in the local phil-
anthropic community since 1959. Their 
generosity and love for this community lives 
on through a dedicated executive director 
Barbara Marter and Board of Trustees. Os-
borne Foundation grants have continued to 
provide support to youth, arts and culture, 
education, health and social services, and 
religious organizations, including our very 
grateful Hosanna Community. To all our 
faithful Hosanna donors, we are so 
blessed! 
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Hello all! For those of you who don’t know or 
haven’t met me yet, my name is Tania Barry 
and I am the new social worker at Hosanna. I 
am honored to be here and to be a part of 
this awesome family atmosphere. 2018 is up-
on us and I am excited to start this year with 
some new focuses for our residents. I have 
two goals this year:  1. Goals.  Find out what 
each resident would like to work on this 

year—personal goals, big or small, it’s up to them and we’ll 
work on these together!  2. Health.  Not everyone is as healthy 
as he/she could be (myself included), but we can make steps to 
be just a little healthier each day. I would like to encourage our 
folks to do at least one thing this year towards a healthier life-
style and I’ll follow up with them to see how it’s coming along. I 
pray that this year, you Reader, will be blessed and highly fa-
vored. Until next time.  Tania Barry 



WISH LIST 

-Canned soups 
-Mac & cheese 
-Canned fruit 

-Quart & gallon-
sized storage 

bags 
-Aluminum foil 
-Plastic wrap 
-canned tuna 
and salmon 

-Mayo, mustard,  
ketchup & relish 
-Vegetable oil & 
cooking sprays 

Another successful 
Harvest for Hope!  
A World of Flavor 
was lots of fun for 
all and raised funds 
to help those resi-
dents on financial 
aid.   

THANK YOU for 
your support!   

From Carolyn Rice, Incoming Board Chair 
During the holidays, Hosanna feels like a reunion. We hear from former board 
members and staff, past residents and their families, and old friends, some 
who have been involved from the beginning of Hosanna’s founding.  It is a time 
for us to reflect on just how many people we have touched through the years, 
and I am proud to say “ it has been many”!   
 

We also hear from our donors through gifts, cards, notes, etc.  I believe we 
have the most loyal donors of any nonprofit in Chattanooga!  We feel blessed 
to have such faithful donors, new and old, who continue to support our mission 
with their time, treasures and talents.  We do not take any of you for granted!   
 

As we look towards the new year with excitement, we remember our many 
blessings:  happy residents; healthy residents; houses almost full; an exciting 
new staff position; a great executive director and assistant director; donors 
who support us physically, financially, and prayerfully; and a caring board of 
directors.  Happy 2018!   



In memory of: 
Bess King—Frances Neidhart; 
William Pettway—Susan Colmore 
Dean Petty—Carlton Lee Thomas 

Jerry Ross—Penny Ross 

Ryan Shoup—Mike & Cindy Smith 

Virginia Thiem—Jon Thiem 

G. Chambers “Tad” Williams—Karen & Ricky 

Burdette, Mike & Cindy Smith 
 

In honor of: 
Judy Barker—Emily Gaffney, Julie Hancock, Pat-
rick & Nancy Mahoney, Marcy Ross, Pamela Sipper, 

Bud & Sarah Webb; Mike Berry—Mark Brock; Mi-
chael Bishop—Bruce & Carol Bishop; Gloria 
Butler—David & Janet Varnell; Bill Chapman—
Gail Chapman; Dan & Joan Frierson—Jean Rich-

ardson; Joel & Debbie Huffstettler—Margaret 

Cate; Al & Bettie Jones—Jean Richardson; 
Hunter H. Huckabay—Doug & Beth Gray; Low-
ry & Jane Kline—Jean Richardson; Lloyd & 
Wanda Lacy—Jean Richardson; Molly Miles—
Bob Crates, Frank & Beverly Groves, J. Nelson Ir-
vine, Jim & Emogene Lewis, Lee & Sandra Pierce, 

Jean Richardson, Nancy Ruby; Peter & Anne 
Platt—Jean Richardson; Ron Wade—Doug & 

Beth Gray; Bill, Kathy & Kirk Wilder—Reid & 
Jana Henson, Marion Huffaker, Ralph & Jackie 

Mohney, Randy & Gloria Smith; Beth Williams– 
Karen & Ricky Burdette, Patsy & Sammy Gooden, 
Thomas & Faye Robinson 
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 Harvest for Hope donors: 
Bill & Ann Aiken, Ed Barels Photography, Marie 
Helen Boehm, Mrs. Arthur Burns, Alice Cote, Rob-
erts Crates, Warren & Susan Dropkin, Jim & Pam 
Fields, Formosa Restaurant, Valerie Gibson, Jane 
Guthrie, Frank & Liz Grant, Daniel & Louanne Har-
rington, Gary Helton, Katheryn Kay, Bob & Beverly 
Merritt, Olan & Norma Mills, Ralph & Jackie 
Mohney, John & Shannon Mowrer, Nan Riefler, 
Marty & Larry Roberts, Thomas & Faye Robinson, 
Norman & Sharon Skinner, Marie Thatcher, Billie 
Whiteside, Joan Williams, Douglas & Charlotte 
Witry 

Legacy Society 
We invite you to join our Legacy Society by  in-
cluding Hosanna in your estate planning.  Your 
membership in the Legacy Society will encour-
age other potential donors to follow your exam-
ple.  Should you wish to remain anonymous we 
will certainly respect your wishes but urge you to 
let us know your plans on a strictly confidential 
basis.  
 

As we look ahead, we are working hard to pre-
serve our homes for future generations. It is es-
sential for us to continue to build our endow-
ment.  Money left to us in estates will automati-
cally go in our endowment fund unless otherwise 
specified. Additionally, all donations made in 
honor or in memory of an individual are ear-
marked for the endowment fund.  I welcome the 
opportunity to speak with you about ways you 
can give to protect Hosanna’s future.  Call me 
and let’s set up a time to meet and talk about 
options.  I can be reached at 423-314-6921 or at 
the office at 423-870-6880.     
    Susan DiStefano 
 

Legacy Society 
Gail and Bill Chapman 

Susan and David DiStefano 
Margaret Hubbuch 

Carolyn and Jeff Rice 
Elizabeth Williams 

Special Needs: 
Paper & cleaning products:  Scenic City Wom-
en’s Network, Loftis Middle School Beta Club  

General Operating Support: 
Ed & Suzanne Barels, Donald & Karen Beard, 
Janelle Beville, Cynthia Blakemore, Michelle 
Brundage, Thomas Bumgardner, Joseph 
Carden, William Cecil, Steve & Bev Coulter, 
Davis Davis, George & Jane Diamantis, Jean 
Dolan, Gloria Edge, Jim Fisher, Dan & Joan Fri-
erson, Marc & Jennifer Funk, Jane Guthrie, 
Clarence E. Harris Foundation, Virginia Haw-
field, MaryPat & Blaine Haywood, Dawn 
Hewkin, Hixson United Methodist Church XYZ 
Group, Don & Helene Holcomb, Ben & Ann 
Holt, Estate of Bill & Norma Hubbuch, Hugh & 
Charlotte Huffaker, Albert & Betty Jones, Marcy 
& Steele Jones, Bill & Marilyn Landis, Douglas 
Lawrence, Alan & Alison Lebovitz, Suzanne 
Lockemann,  Robert P. Main, Freda McCallie, 
Bob & Beverly Merritt, MPL Designs, Harriett & 
Jenks Parker, III, Juliana Ratliff, Harry T. Robin-
son, Jeff & Malia Rothenberg, Nancy Ruby, Pat 
St. Charles, Dan & Amanda Sanders, Jim & 
Linda Sattler, Barbara Seals, Gene & Sally 
Sieg, Brenda & Chuck Terrell, Barbara Thiem, 
Jamie & Amy Thomas, Paula Thompson, Mel-
vin Tryon, Kathy Tugman, Bill &  Kathy Wilder, 
Mary Winfrey; John & Ann Woody, David & Sal-
ly Worland,  James & Emily Wright, John 
Zollinger. 
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Hosanna Community  is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization which relies on the support of foundations, churches, 
businesses, and individuals to fulfill its mission. We, the staff and board, regard ourselves as accountable not only 
to you but also to God for stewardship of the funds you entrust to us. All contributions are tax deductible.  
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P.O. Box 958 
Hixson, TN 37343 

www.hosannacommunity.org 

 

Hosanna staff, 
board of direc-
tors, families, 
and residents:  
sure know how 
to have a good 
time!  Here, we 
let loose at our 
annual Christ-
mas party.   


