
Words from Susan DiStefano, 
Executive Director 

 

I have been at Hosanna for almost seven years and I still learn things from the residents.  Most re-
cently, we had a conversation in our van that I want to share.  The residents and I attended a fund-
raiser for the Chattanooga Brain Injury Association.  One of the speakers was our own Kathy Wilder 
talking about her experiences in dealing with her son’s brain injury.  It was so interesting hearing 
about what families go through from a mom’s perspective.  But what started the conversation in the 
van was a story by Amy Boulware about her experience with her daughter who has a brain injury.  
One day, Amy’s daughter said to her “Mom, do you have any idea how many steps it takes to brush 
my teeth? Think about it, you have to get your tooth brush, turn on the water, pick up the tooth paste, 
unscrew the top, squeeze the toothpaste on the brush, brush your teeth, rinse out your mouth, put 
the cap on the tooth paste, turn off the water, and put away the brush and tooth paste.”   WOW.  
Most of us never think about what we do to brush our teeth.  We are just on “auto pilot”.  But, what 
was the most interesting to me is that this is what generated the conversation with the Hosanna resi-
dents.  They were all commenting that they remembered those days right after their  brain injuries 
and thinking about every step they had to take to do everyday tasks.   Think how overwhelming that 
must be to have to consider every step you take in completing an everyday task. I had never thought 
about it, but for individuals with brain injuries this was/is an everyday reality.  I am sure re-learning 
things that you used to do with ease is very frustrating.  We continue to learn from each other and it 
is wonderful to live at Hosanna where shared experiences can be understood, especially by those 
who have experienced the same issues. 

From Judy Barker, board chair 
 

    Hosanna means to praise. We at Hosanna are here to sing the prais-
es of the Clarence E. Harris Foundation, a longtime generous donor of 
the Hosanna Community. It is with much pride we announce that the 
Clarence E. Harris Foundation, Hosanna’s nominee for Chattanooga’s 
2016 Outstanding Philanthropist of the Year, was deservedly awarded 
this top honor from among many other nominees during the 2016 Na-
tional Philanthropy Day Awards Luncheon at the Chattanooga Conven-
tion Center, Friday, November 11

th
. 

    For over 22 years, the Clarence E. Harris Foundation based in Atlanta, has given discretely to 
support the missions of numerous educational and charitable organizations in Chattanooga and the 
greater metropolitan region without any expectation of being in the spotlight. Since Mr. Harris’s 
death in 1994, Bobbye Harris has carried forward their philanthropic legacy. 
     The Foundation has been instrumental in helping provide vital resources for educational, cultur-
al, healthcare and community organizations, including our Hosanna Community. For example, the 
Clarence E. Harris Foundation grants have expanded services for disabled residents of the Hosan-
na Community. We are so blessed! 
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ST. FRANCIS  
MEDITATION  

GARDEN  
DEDICATION 
OCT. 16, 2016 

Below:  residents promote the Hart Gallery in advance of Giving Tuesday.  Thanks to all of you who gave to 
your favorite non-profits (including Hosanna!) on this special day! 



In memory of: 
Mike Berry—Mark Brock 
Billy Ottinger—Carlton Lee Thomas 
Randall Pierce—Ferber & Carol Tracy 
Ryan Shoup—Sandra Stoddard, Beth Williams 
Sam Venable—Carlton Lee Thomas 
Chambers “Tad” Williams—Beth Williams, 
Ricky & Karen Burdette, Rod & Karen Williams 

In honor of: 
David DiStefano—Assoc. of Gov. Accountants 
Joan Frierson—Jean Richardson 
Jane Kline—Jean Richardson 
Carol & Dick Lewallen’s 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary—James & Marion Kimball 
Alice Lupton—Jean Richardson 
Molly Miles—Jean Richardson 
Bill & Kathy Wilder– Steve Frost, Alan  Alison 
Lebovitz, Doug & Charlotte Witry 
Kirk Wilder—Randy & Gloria Smith, Doug & Char-
lotte Witry 
Elizabeth Williams—Ricky & Karen Burdette, Rod 
& Karen Williams 
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For general operating support: 
Emily Barker, Janelle Beville, Thomas Bumgard-
ner, Margaret Cate, Bill & Gail Chapman, Susan 
Colmore, William P. Conroy, Joe  & Bette Cook, 
Walter & Katherine Davies, Gary & Anne Davis,  
David & Susan DiStefano, Connelly Ensign, 
James Fisher, Judy Fontenot, Virginia Galphin, 
Carol Green, Frank & Beverley Groves, Jane 
Guthrie, David & Kay Hackett, Julie Hancock, 
Virginia Hawfield, Gary Helton, Dawn Hewkin, 
Hixson United Methodist Church XYZ Group, 
Margaret Hubbuch, Hugh & Charlotte Huffaker, 
Israel, Hugh Jones, Steele & Marcy Jones, 
Katheryn Kay, Estelle Kimsey, James T. Kolb, 
John & Imogen Konvalinka, Marilyn Landis, 
John & Renee Leavens, Jim & Emogene Lewis, 
Suzanne Lockemann, Robert Main, Freda 
McCallie, Nancy Mills, Joe Neale, Russell & 
Jane Nemec, Donald Oakes, Sherry Paty, Jeff & 
Carolyn Rice, Cherrie Roberts, Amanda & Dan-
iel Sanders, Gene & Sally Sieg, Sam & Donna 
Smartt, Tom & Bobbe Spink, Pat St. Charles, 
James &  Marian Steffner, Chuck & Brenda Ter-
rell, Paula Thompson, Herbert & Joan Thorn-
bury, Malinda Tingle, Kathy Tugman, Katie & 
Ellis Walters, Flossie Weill & Barry Parker, Bill & 
Kathy Wilder, Beth Williams, Kevin & Scarlett 
Wilson 

Harvest for Hope  
scholarship supporters: 

Ed & Suzanne Barels, Paul & Sarah Barys,  Bruce 
& Carol Bishop, Mary L. Brooke, Michelle Brown, 
Thomas Bumgardner, Brad Burcham, Bobbye Can-
non, Lynn Carroll, Bill & Gail Chapman, Karen Clay-
pool, David & Carol Collins, Kennedy Conner, Bruce 
Conrad, Steve & Bev Coulter, Bob & Janice Cruden, 
Anna Marie Davenport, Warren & Susan Dropkin, 
Gloria Edge, Betty Ewing, Janet & Glenn Felton, 
Joe Galbraith, Valerie Gibson, Frank & Liz Grant, 
Doug & Beth Gray, Valerie Hawfield, Larry & Patri-
cia Henry, David Hensley, Reid & Jane Henson, 
Mike & Kim Hixson, Lynn Hodge, Joe Hope, Hunter 
& Prestine Huckabay, Hugh & Marion Huffaker, Jan 
& Dorothea Jensen, Shan Kohler, John & Renee 
Leavens, Linda Lind, Robert Main, Mary Matthews, 
Robert & Maury McMurray, Cathy Mendez, Bob & 
Beverly Merritt, Molly & Carol Miles, Shirley Miller, 
John & Shannon Mowrer, Joe Neale, Phillip New-
ton, Bill & Lou Oliphant, Sherry Paty, Lee & Sandra 
Pierce, Bill Pollard, Ken & Pam Price, Sandra Rich-
ard, Kris & Nan Riefler, Harry T. Robinson, Keith 
Sanders, Barbara Seals, Steve Sherman, Siskin 
Hospital for Physical Rehabilitation, Norman & Sha-
ron Skinner, Charlotte Smalley, Randy & Gloria 
Smith, Roger & Claire Smith, Barry Teague, Chuck 
& Brenda Terrell, Paula Thompson, James & Mary 
Jane Trageser, David & Janet Varnell, Thomas & 
Elizabeth White, Bill & Peggy White, Bill & Kathy 
Wilder, Beth Williams, Joan Williams, Shirley 
Willingham, Kevin & Scarlett Wilson, Doug & Char-
lotte Witry, Louis & Billie Wright 

Special Needs: 
Carol Green—providing wonderful entertain-
ment at our annual Christmas Party with singer 
Michelle Young; Sherman-Hsu Family Founda-
tion—funding for our new picnic pavilion; St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church—staff training fund-
ing; St. Peter’s Episcopal Church—assistance 
with resident’s rent; St. Thaddaeus Episcopal 
Church—funding for our new picnic pavilion 

Providing a Merry Christmas!:  
Suzanne Barels, Judy Barker, Bruce & Carol Bishop, Steve Coulter, Fairview United Methodist Church, 
David Hackett, Hixson First Baptist Sunday School, Hixson United Methodist Solo Ladies, Margaret 
Hubbuch, Molly Miles, Sherry Paty, Carolyn Rice, Frances Roberts, Steve Sherman, St. Thaddaeus 
Episcopal Church craft group, Paula Thompson, Beth Williams 
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Hosanna Community  is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization which relies on the support of foundations, churches, 
businesses, and individuals to fulfill its mission. We, the staff and board, regard ourselves as accountable not only 
to you but also to God for stewardship of the funds you entrust to us. All contributions are tax deductible.  
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P.O. Box 958 
Hixson, TN 37343 

www.hosannacommunity.org 
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